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with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our
house which is from heaven " (2 Cor., v. 1, 2). These
are the immortal bodies, and they will be dealt with in
another chapter of this series.

The three mortal bodies are : the physical, the astral,
and the mental, and they are related severally to the
three worlds above-named.

THE PHYSICAL BODY

This is at present the most highly-developed body of
man, and the one with which we are all familiar. It
consists of solid, liquid, gaseous and etheric matter, the
first three exquisitely organised into cells and tissues,
these being built into organs which enable the conscious-
ness to become aware of the outside world, and the latter
possessing vortices through which forces pour. As the
etheric part of the body separates at death from the solid,
liquid, and gaseous part, the physical body is often sub"
diwded into dense and etheric; the former is composed
of the organs which receive and act; the latter is the
medium of the life-forces and their transmitter to its
dense comrade. Any tearing of the etheric part from
the dense body during physical life is unwholesome; it
is torn out by ansesthetics, and slips out, undriven,
in some peculiar organisations, generally termed
<( mediumistic"; apart from its denser comrade it is
helpless and unconscious, a drifting cloud with force-
centres, useless when there is nothing to which it can